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God, The Good Gift Giver

By Alec Deppe, Director of Programs and Retreats

“Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will work for you today...” - Exodus 14:13a

This summer, we had a record 536 campers! This was an increase from a near-record 500 campers

in 2024. What a wonderful gift! We welcomed all of our campers with open arms, and took ad- With Open Arms;
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vantage of the wonderful opportunity we had to share the love of Jesus with all of them!

This summer’s theme With Open Arms highlighted a few Scriptural accounts, including the crossing
of the Red Sea, Samson destroying the Philistine temple, The Parable of the Prodigal Son, and Je-
sus’ crucifixion. Through these accounts, our campers got to learn about the love of God and how
He provides for His people. They learned that open arms in Scripture can indicate strength, salva-
tion, love, and sacrifice. Though a few of these are present in each of the first three accounts men-
tioned, they are all present in Jesus’ crucifixion. It is in His crucifixion that Jesus’ strength and love
are displayed as He offers Himself as a sacrifice for all. It is in that moment that Jesus destroys sin,
death, and the devil. He does this for us and gives us the promise of the forgiveness of our sins,
eternal life, and salvation all through His open arms on the cross. It was our great pleasure to share
this hope with all of our campers this summer! We are looking forward to welcoming all of our
campers back with open arms next summer and reminding them of God’s greatest gift, Christ on
the cross for us.

In each of the above accounts, God provides for His people because He is a good gift giver. At Camp this summer, we once again
experienced God'’s provision for us. First, all of our staffing needs were met this summer! (Though, not without a little concern of
course.) Second, thanks to your support, we received enough scholarship funds to meet all of our scholarship requests. Third,
thanks again to your support, we received many in-kind donations that helped us operate smoothly throughout the summer!
Thank you for all of your support, and thanks be to God for His good gifts and constant provision for both this life and the next.
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Improving Our Guest Experience

Those of you who have been to Camp recently have likely noticed that our exterior
facilities could use some improvements. Specifically, the main road has become ra-
ther worn down, and our landscaping lacks pop. We plan to change these.

For starters, the main road is eroding more and more rapidly. This started due to
rainwater runoff and melting snow but has gotten worse with general use and when
plowing the road in the winter. Our road is currently constructed using chip-and-seal,
gravel that compacts over time to create a solid yet permeable surface. The road can

be improved by adding another layer of chip-and-seal or by resurfacing with asphalt. i : %
Our method has yet to be decided, but we are expecting this cost to be around The road has eroded 5+ inches in some
$30,000. Though this is no small amount, it will benefit both Camp and our guests. It spots. This is one of the roughest patches.

will improve the appearance and functionality of an essential aspect of our facility
and will also allow for a much smoother drive for all of our guests.

Another way we’d like to spruce up Camp’s exterior appearances and functionality is
by redoing the landscaping around both lodges. Our landscaping has become bland
over the past few years, with little that catches the eye. We’d like to change this and
give Camp a much more vibrant and visually pleasing appearance for our guests! This
project will cost about $7,500. It will include refilling the existing rock bed in front of
Omega Lodge and adding a layer of bricks around it to keep the rocks contained. This
will create a clearer barrier between the landscaping and grass, improving the visual
appeal!

The landscaping improvements will also include purchasing patio bricks to create a
new patio along the northwest side of Alpha Lodge, just outside of the Activity Hall.
This will not only create a more modern and welcoming appearance but also be a
comfortable space for socialization and occasional outdoor dining!

With your help, we can make these projects a reality and significantly improve both

Camp’s functionality and appearance but more importantly also improve our guests’
Camp experiences!

Please consider blessing Camp lo-Dis-E-Ca with a gift toward these projects. Your
support in helping us improve Camp’s exterior facilities is greatly appreciated! To

Do you see the landscaping bricks? We

don’t either.

make a donation toward either project, you may go to https://campiodiseca.org/

believe/ or mail in a check with the provided envelope and let us know which project
you’d like your donation to go toward. Thank you for all of your support as we look for-
ward to a blessed end of this year and beginning of the next one!

Open your camera to
see more about how
we can improve our

road and landscaping!
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FALL WORKDAY- NOVEMBER 1

Camp needs your help! Come out to our Fall Workday on Saturday, November 1 from 9AM to 3PM.

This fall workday, we are continuing to improve to our horse facilities! We will be building a new retaining
wall around the tack shed. The tack shed is used to store our horse equipment and also has attached bath-
rooms for which we have future plans to renovate as well. This new retaining wall will improve accessibility
into and out of the tack shed and bathrooms. Any help with this project will be greatly appreciated! Please
RSVP to dylan@iodiseca.org as soon as you know you can attend. Remember, lunch is provided!

Most of the brush has been cleared from around the tack shed, giving us the needed space to build the retaining wall.

2025-26 IMPORTANT DATES
Now through November 8: Weekend Horseback Riding
November 7-8: Pastors’ Wives Retreat
January 19, 2026: Summer Camp Registration Launch
January 30-31: IDE Middle School Retreat
March 6-7: Pastors’ Wives Winter Social
April 11: Lutheran Hour Ministries Convention

April 17-18 (Tentative): IDE Senior High Retreat
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Thrivent Choice

In 2024 our Thrivent Choice participants designated over $10,000 in support of Camp lo-Dis-E-Ca.
Help make this year an even better year in Thrivent Choice donations by designating your dollars
today! Go to www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836), state
“Thrivent Choice”, and designate your choice dollars for Camp lo-Dis-E-Ca. Thank you for making

Thrivent Choice a valuable stream of revenue for Camp lo-Dis-E-Ca!

Each donation must be completed manually as
funds can no longer be designated via automatic repeat.

L Need a map of Camp?
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Camp lo-Dis-E-Ca ~ @campiodiseca
Follow Camp on Facebook and
Instagram for updates, news, and fun!
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